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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE INTERIOR 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1959 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in the committee 
room New House Office Building, Hon. Wayne N. Aspinall (chair- 
man of the committee) presiding. 

The Cuatrman. The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
will now be in session for such business as is regularly calendared to 
come before it. 

The first matter of business we have on the calendar is consideration 
of H.R. 952, H.R. 1339, and H.R. 1776. All of those are noncontro- 
versial pieces of legislation, and we do not have sufficient members of 
the committee present at this time, so unless there is an objection 
we will pass over these matters temporarily and go to the next order 
of business with the understanding that, if we have sufficient members 
present before we adjourn, we will take 10 minutes or so to talk about 
this legislation; and then, if there are any questions, we will lay it 
over until the next meeting of the committee, although I do not be- 
lieve there will be any questions. : 

This morning the committee is privileged to have as guest witnesses 
of the committee, the Secretary of Interior, Hon. Fred A. Seaton, 
and his staff. This is an occasion which we always look forward to 
with pleasure at the beginning of each session, in order that the mem- 
bers of the committee who are new to the committee may understand 
more fully the jurisdiction of this great committee and so that the 
older members of the committee, as well as the new members, may at 
the end of the presentation by the Secretary of his remarks ask ques- 
tions which may be pertinent to general matters or which may be 
pertinent to matters within their own districts. 

It is with a great deal of personal pleasure this morning, Secretary 
Seaton, that { welcome you and your staff to this meeting of the 
committee. You may bring to the witness stand such members of 
your staff as you wish. If it is all right with you, we would like 
to have you introduce your staff and have them stand up as they are 
presented. 

May I say that we have found you to be a very cooperative Secre- 
tary of the Interior. We do not always agree with you, of course, 
but you are always very, very frank and very honest with the commit- 
tee, and it is a pleasure to have had you as our Secretary of the Interior 
for the past several years. 


1 


2 ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


STATEMENT OF HON. FRED A. SEATON, SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERIOR; ACCOMPANIED BY ELMER P. BENNETT, UNDER 
SECRETARY ; FRED G. AANDAHL, ASSISTANT SECRETARY ; ROGER 
C. ERNEST, ASSISTANT SECRETARY; ROYCE A. HARDY, ASSIS- 
TANT SECRETARY; ROSS L. LEFFLER, ASSISTANT SECRETARY; 
D. OTIS BEASLEY, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT SECRETARY; 
GEORGE W. ABBOTT, SOLICITOR; AND THEODORE F. STEVENS, 
ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY 


Secretary Seaton. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

For my part, I should like to say, of course, it is a pleasure for me 
again to appear before this committee. My understanding is that 
you are interested today in discussing the operations and plans of 
the Department of the Interior as they relate to consideration by, 
and possible action of, your committee. 

As you suggested, Mr. Chairman, before commencing this dis- 
cussion, I would appreciate it if I may now present to you and the 
members of the committee, the members of the Department of Interior 
and staff who are here. 

First is Under Secretary Elmer P. Bennett. Many of you, I know, 
are acquainted with his background. For the information of your 
new members and the record, however, let me say that Mr. Bennett 
came to the Department of the Interior from the office of Senator 
Eugene Millikin, of Colorado. He is an attorney with 17 years’ 
experience in the Federal Government. He has successively served, 
as many of you here know, in the Department as legislative counsel, 
as my persona] assistant, as Solicitor, and since September 20, 1958, 
as Under Secretary. 

(Mr. Bennett stood.) 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Secretary, may I add, as a fellow Coloradan, 
for—Judge Chenoweth and myself, we worked together while he was 
with Senator Millikin and while serving with Senator Johnson of 
Colorado, and that we do appreciate Elmer Bennett. 

Secretary Seaton. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Another gentleman whom most of the members of this committee 
know is Assistant Secretary Fred G. Aandahl. A former Governor 
of North Dakota, he also served as a member of this committee when 
he was a Member of the 82d Congress. Secretary Aandahl’s responsi- 
bility in the Department is in the joint field of water and power. 
The Bureau of Reclamation, Bonneville Power Administration, 
Southeastern Power Administration, Southwestern Power Adminis- 
tration, Office of Saline Water, report to him. 

(Mr. Aandahl stood. ) 

The Cuatrman. May I add further, Mr. Secretary, that there are 
very few on this committee who served with Assistant Secretary 
Aandahl at the time he was a Member of Congress, but we remember 
with pleasure our association with him at that time, and we have 
enjoyed having him appear before our committee since he has been 
with your office. 

Secretary Seaton. Our Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife 
is Ross L. Leffler. Secretary Leffler came to Interior with a lifetime 
record of devotion to conservation. He served 29 years with the 
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Pennsylvania Fish and Game Department. While jurisdiction over 
a great part of the activitiés of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife, the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, and the Office of the 
Commissioner of Fish and Wildlife, all of which report to Secretary 
Leffler, rests with another committee of the Congress; there is, of 
course, a definite relationship between public lands legislation and 
action in fish and wildlife conservation. 

Mr. Leffler, will you stand ? 

Mr. Leffler stood.) 

ecretary Seaton. Now, Mr. Chairman, we come to Roger C. Ernst, 
our Assistant Secretary for Public Land Management, supervises the 
Bureau of Land Management, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Na- 
tional Park Service, and the Office of Territories. Formerly the 
land and water commissioner of the State of Arizona, Secretary Ernst 
also has a full background of experience in the fields of reclamation 
and conservation. 

Mr. Ernst stood.) 

ecretary Seaton. Another area of our Department, that of Min- 
eral Resources, is supervised by Assistant Secretary Royce A. Hardy. 
It includes the Geological Survey, Bureau of Mines, Office of Oil and 
Gas, Office of Geography, Office of Minerals Mobilization, and the 
Office of Minerals Exploration. 

Secretary Hardy, a graduate of the University of Nevada in minin 
engineering, is a registered professional mining and metallurgica 
engineer. Before joining the Department, he was vice president 
and general manager of Desinipnnnee, Ine., of Henderson, Nev. 

(Mr. Hardy stood.) 

Secretary Ayre Mr. Chairman, the next member of our staff 
needs little introduction here. George W. Abbott, our Solicitor, was 
counsel for this committee from 1953 to 1957. He is now our chief 
legal officer. Earlier he served as my assistant. 

(Mr. Abbott stood.) 

The Cuarrman. Of course, for the committee, we do welcome George 
anytime he wishes to come up here. Sometimes we wonder, when we 
bring people up from downtown, whether or not they can forget 
their administrative approach to problems. I expect you sometimes 
wonder, when you take some of our people downtown, whether or 
not they can forget their legislative approach. 

We have here hope that Mr. Abbott will always keep the legisla- 
tive approach on these problems. 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Chairman, if I may say so, there have been 
times when I wished Mr. Abbott had as much influence with the mem- 
bers of this committee as he had when he was counsel. 

The Cuarrman. Touché. [Laughter.] 

Secretary Seaton. Now, Mr. Chairman, the Department’s adminis- 
trative management activities are the responsibility of D. Otis Beasley, 
our Administrative Assistant Secretary. Secretary Beasley, who be- 
gan his career in Government in 1928, now has the top career position 
in our Department. He is responsible for administrative services, 
budget and finance, inspection, management research, personnel man- 
agement, property management, and security. 

Beasley 

ecretary Seaton. The last—and I should like to say not the least— 
member of my staff who is with me here today is Ted Stevens. Mr. 
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Stevens is one of my assistants who also serves, as I am sure you all 
know, as Legislative Counsel of the Department. 

He came to the Department of the Interior from Fairbanks, Alaska, 
where he had served as a U.S. Attorney. 

(Mr. Stevens stood. ) 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Chairman, as you requested, I am here today 
to discuss the program of our Department—particularly the budget 
and legislative aspects of it. 

As oo sure the members of the committee know, we have com- 

leted our hearings before the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, 
i which we supported a request for $344,564,400, exclusive of the 
reclamation and power agencies. In all, our total budget request for 
fiscal 1960 is $633,775,400. This amount reflects our recognition of 
two facts. 

First, our programs—in conservation, in science and technology, and 
in the advancement of human welfare—are of such importance to the 
Nation as a whole that we must continue to carry them on at a high 
level of efficiency and intensity. 

Second, if we overexpand these programs and thus require excessive 
cash outlays, we shall necessarily contribute to inflationary pressures, 
decreasing the value of the dollar, and ultimately hobble the very pro- 
grams we were trying to aid, and in which all of us have an interest. 

It is of great interest to this committee, I believe, that we are not 
requesting funds for new reclamation construction starts for fiscal year 
1960. 

One reason, largely, is that there are 11 new starts in the current 
fiscal vear. During the next few years, these 11 projects, added to the 
large list we already had underway, will pyramid the fund require- 
ments for the Bureau of Reclamation. 

The following tabulation lists the totals of fund requirements for 
construction and rehabilitation from regular funds and from the 
Upper Colorado River Basin fund, for fiscal years 1959 to 1965, inclu- 
sive, with and without the new starts for which funds were appro- 
priated for the fiscal year 1959. 

I would like to make the general comment, if I may, Mr. Chairman, 
that these charts show, of course an ascending curve of construction 
funds through fiscal year 1962, even though no new starts would be 
added by the Congress or by the administration, 


Fund requirements for Bureau of Reclamation construction and rehabilitation, 
regular funds and Upper Colorado River Basin fund, fiscal years 1959-65 


Funds required— 
iscal year starts pro- u 
vided for in | Without 11 
the 1959 new starts 
appropria- 
tion 
$214, 048, 335 | $207, 828, 335 $6, 220, 000 
267, 172,000 | 227, 671, 000 39, 501, 000 
203, 182,000 | 157, 763, 000 45, 419, 000 
127, 950,000 | 100, 735, 000 27. 215, 000 
84, 053, 000 70, 631, 000 13, 422, 000 
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While the new starts included in the 1959 appropriation act raised 
the fund requirements of the Bureau only about $6 million in 1959, 
of necessity they increased these requirements $17 million for 1960, 
$39 million for 1961, and $52 million for 1962. More new starts in 
a inevitably mean more pyramiding in the 2 or 3 years 
ahead. 

The no-new-starts policy for water resources projects is government- 
wide; the administration is seeking no funds for starting new projects 
for flood control, navigation, and related activities of the Bureau of 
Reclamation or the Corps of Engineers. Nevertheless, the total ac- 
tivities of these two agencies in 1960 are expected to reach an all-time 

igh of $1.1 billion. 

f the 11 new starts had not been added last year but rather com- 
menced this year, our schedule through 1965, exclusive of additional 
new starts, would have looked as it appears in the following table. 

In fiscal year 1960, with those 11 new starts in the 1960 appropria- 
tion act, there has been a total of $201,280,000; in 1961, $245,056,000; 
in 1962, $250,682,000; 1963, $209,858,000; and then a drop in 1964 
to $146,154,000; and 1965, $97,846,000, if no new starts were added 
any place along the line. 

at this means, Mr. Chairman, is that the peak demand would 
have occurred in 1962 rather than 1961, and would have been almost 
$17 million less. 

When we recall that Congress over the past 12 years has ap- 
propriated an average of $188,940,480 for reclamation construction, 
the point becomes clear. It does seem to me that a further pyramiding 
of reclamation fund whe Wabi mates might result in disaster. The surest 
way to destroy the reclamation program, in my opinion, is to extend 
the fund requirements beyond hope of realization. 

In preliminary legislative studies before the convening of this 
Congress, the Department reviewed approximately 300 pieces of leg- 
islation, a large majority of which are within the area of interest to 
this committee. Some of them have already been sent to you, or similar 
bills have been introduced by Members of Congress and referred to 
your committee. 

Foremost of all the items under consideration is, of course, Hawaii 
statehood. We are grateful to this committee for the privilege ex- 
tended to me to present my views on the Hawaii bill, and for the fact 
that you have already favorably reported it. 

To me, few bills to be considered by this Congress will have the 
national—yes, even the international—attention that will follow ac- 
tion upon the Hawaii statehood bill. And I know, Mr. Chairman, 
that you will call upon me or any member of my staff, if there is any- 
thing more we can do to further its prompt passage. 

Next in importance, to me, is our proposal to establish an effective 
helium conservation program. As you, of course, all know, helium 
is a unique resource. Its use is essential to our most vital defense and 
sae programs and of growing importance to medicine and in- 

ustry. 

Our annual consumption of helium has increased fivefold since 
1950, yet no major new source of this gas has been discovered in the 
natural gases being produced from a relatively small area in Texas, 
Oklahoma, and Kansas. This helium constitutes a minor percentage 
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of these natural gases. Helium, which will not burn, is wasted into 
the atmosphere through millions of gas stoves and furnaces. 

Our conservation program envisions the construction of up to 12 
new recovery plants, to be located on certain pipelines, transporting 
helium-bearing natural gases to commercial markets. This helium 
would be stored underground until needed. 

Since we submitted our legislative proposal to the Congress in the 
final weeks of the last session, we have reviewed this proposal in its 
entirety and made some changes in it. As soon as these have been 
cleared through the executive aed we shall resubmit our. proposal 
to the Congress. 

Mr. Chairman, we have many other items which we consider im- 

rtant. We will propose again favorable consideration of the Ang 
ingpan-Arkansas project in Colorado, the San Luis ‘eve in Cali- 
fornia, the Burns Creek Dam in Idaho, and several other projects for 
possible initiation of construction after 1960 when our fiscal situation 
mage My recommendations for joint development of the Trinity 

iver division of the Centra] Valley project are still before you. 

One of the important problems in the mineral resources field is 
that of coal research. We have previously reported our views to your 
committee on bills which call for the creation of a Coal Research 
Commission. I might say we have noted a bill introduced in this Con- 
gress which would give contract authority to the Bureau of Mines for 
research. 

Our experts have predicted a phenomenal growth in national de- 
mand for energy in the next two Po 84 Increased emphasis on the 
development and more efficient use of our vast coal reserves should 
result from research programs conducted by both industry and Gov- 
ernment. We hope to have our report on this legislation completed 
and cleared soon. 

Meanwhile, the Bureau of Mines is continuing its research program 
on the production, use, and conservation of coal. Recognizing the 
need for greater emphasis on shorter range problems, the Bureau has 
programed research work for the next fiscal year on hydraulic mining 
and transportation of coal, on degasifying coalbeds to eliminate haz- 
ards that exist in gassy mines, and on the performance characteristics 
of commercial coal-cleaning equipment. 

Generally, the resurgence in the economy has materially improved 
employment and the outlook for the major metals and minerals in- 
dustries. For example, already copper, aluminum, and steel have 
enjoyed a significant recovery. And there are signs of strength in 
other mineral markets that were giving us concern in the recent past. 

For example, the import quotas established by the President, 5 
months ago, have had the effect of tending to firm the U.S. price for 
lead and zinc. Despite the recent drop in lead, U.S. prices still exceed 
the prices when quotas were imposed. We believe that the general 
economic recovery will stimulate additional consumption of these 
commodities. 

I might add to that, Mr. Chairman, the report which I received yes- 
terday that the domestic production of both lead and zinc has increased 
some 2,000 tons per month since the imposition of those quotas. 

As I recall it, that is based on a previous level of production of lead 
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of some 20,000 tons a month, and in the case of zine of some 32,000 
tons a month. 

The work of the Bureau of Mines and the Geological Survey of our 
Department is also essential to the continued health and vigor of our 
minerals industries. Through geologic and mineral resource surveys, 
investigations, and research, both agencies provide the public and in- 
dustry with basic data, which stimislaten exploration for and develop- 
ment of new sources of mineral raw material. 

Through research in geology, geochemistry, and physics, the 
Geological Survey is developing new and more definite knowledge con- 
cerning the occurrence and origin of mineral deposits. It is vigorously 
pursuing the development of new prospecting techniques to provide 
the key to the discovery of new mineral deposits, particularly those 
not obvious to surface exploration. Through research in mining 
methods and metallurgical techniques, the Bureau of Mines is making 
major contributions to fuller and more efficient utilization of the Na- 
tion’s mineral resources. 

Our Office of Minerals Mobilization is constantly reviewing the 
mineral mobilization situation of various segments of the American 
mineral and solid fuels industries and revising programs to conform 
with changing defense requirements. In carrying out this function, 
OMM provides the staff work for the Department under the Strategic 
and Critical Materials Stockpiling Act, the Defense Production Act, 
the Trade Agreements Act, and Public Law 480, known as the agri- 
cultural barter program. 

We are also just initiating the program of the Office of Minerals 
ps lwnsci designed to stimulate exploration for new domestic min- 
eral reserves. I think perhaps your committee should like to know 
that we have already had more than 600 requests for information on 
this new program. 

The Bureau of Land Management is responsible for approximately 
475 million acres of the Nation’s public lands, including 298 million in 
the new State of Alaska. Most of the remaining 177 million are in the 
other 11 westernmost States. The Bureau also has responsibilities 
in connection with more than 300 million additional acres and for 
pee leasing on the submerged lands of the Outer Continental 

elf. 

As principal custodian of the public lands, BLM’s primary pur- 
pose is the wise administration, selective disposal, conservation, and 
management of the Nations’ public lands and resources. 

These resources include, as you all know, the land itself, minerals— 
including oil and gas—forests, range vegetation. 

Some idea of the scope of the Bureau’s responsibilities may be seen 
in the fact that about 174 million acres are administered under the 
Taylor Grazing Act and almost 100 million acres are under oil and 
gas leases. 

During the fiscal year ending on June 30, 1958, the BLM took in 
gross receipts in the magnitude of $127,385,000, to increase the total 
of receipts since the BLM was formed in 1946 from union of the 
General Land Office and the Grazing Service to nearly $1,077 million. 

Among the significant items of the legislation we propose to submit 
to the Congress in this field will be bills to regulate and control the 
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ma and effect of land locators and promoters on the public 
omain. 

We are faced today with a serious situation, resulting from the en- 
trance into the land locating business of a number of promoters, 
some of whom are not qualified and may be unethical in their prac- 
tices. They prey upon the desire of people to own land and upon 
the ignorance of the general public concerning the requirements of 
the public land laws. Advertising widely, executing contracts which 
actually promise nothing more than to file an application with the 
land , and holding out great expectations of gain, they have in- 
duced people by the thousands to file applications—sometimes after 
the payment of substantial fees—under various public land laws. 

By and large, these applications have been filed upon lands with- 
out respect to the acceptability of the application under the regula- 
tions or the availability of the lands under the law. This practice 
costs the public many thousands of dollars in wasted money and tends 
to paralyze the land offices by the very numbers of applications and 
by the conflicts with other applications that result. 

We hope to have legislative proposals in this area for your 
consideration. 

We also believe that the present public land laws do not provide a 
convenient means by which public lands can be made available for 
needed developments. We are considering a proposal to permit the 
sale of public lands chiefly valuable for business and urban purposes. 

The chief features of this pre would authorize the sale of 
such lands to States and local governments at their appraised fair 
market value and also, where appropriate, sales at public auction to 
private individuals, associations, and corporations. This proposal, 
we believe, might facilitate needed commercial, industrial, and sub- 
urban developments in the public land areas. 

Section 17 of the Mineral Leasing Act establishes a minimum 
rental for noncompetitive oil and eases of 25 cents per acre per 
annum, with a waiver of all rentals for the second and third years. 
By regulation we have raised the rental for the first year and for the 
6th through 10th years to 50 cents. 

We cannot, however, alter the waiver provision by administrative 
action. We have found that the low rental and the waiver of 2 years’ 
rental may have encouraged speculation and may have in reality been 
detrimental to oil and gas development. 

By the payment of a very small sum a party may hold a lease for 
a number of years with no intention of developing the leasehold but 
with the hope of selling the lease for a profit. : 

If annual rentals are increased, and there is no longer a waiver of 
any year’s rental, the mere holding of a lease for possible resale will 
be less attractive, and the speculating leaseholders will, we believe, be 
replaced by leaseholders interested in the active development of the 
oil and gas potentialities of the leasehold. 

The proposed legislation which we have prepared, H.R. 3263, would 
increase the minimum annual rental per acre to 50 cents and would 
eliminate the waiver provision. This amendment, we believe, would 
have the added advantages of bringing Federal rentals more into line 
with the prices charged on State and privately owned lands and of 
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recognizing the changes which have occurred in the value of money 
since this rental provision was first enacted in 1935. ] 

One of the significant legislative proposals affecting the National 
Park Service is contained in legislation Faecsews before you to author- 
ize the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park and 
Parkway. Originally it was thought that a parkway road should be 
constructed along the canal between Washington and Cumberland. 

Further studies have demonstrated that the canal and adjoining 
lands should be set aside as a park with emphasis on the preserva- 
tion of its historic, scenic, and recreational values. 

We, of course, subscribe to the general objectives of this legisla- 
tion. With your permission, Mr. Chairman, specific details will be 
discussed in our report, which has not yet been cleared with other 
interested executive agencies. 

We are considering whether we need additional authority to enable 
the National Park Service to utilize land acquisition funds to pay for 
options in the acquisition of lands, and to utilize Federal lands ad- 
joining park areas for park facilities—with the concurrence of af- 
fected Federal agencies—without including these lands within bound- 
aries of the park. 

Moreover, the Park Service should be given authority to avail itself 
of nongovernmental architectural and engineering services. This 
is particularly necessary if we are to avoid the necessity of a tem- 
porary increases in our professional and technical staff while Mis- 
sion 66 is underway. This new authority will make possible a more 
efficient execution of our Mission 66 program. 

In the field of Indian affairs, several controversial subjects will 
require the consideration of Congress. Unfortunately, as you know, 
Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee know, and we know, 
there are no easy answers. This is a field in which opinions fre- 
quently differ and in which emotional reactions are sometimes strong, 
to put it conservatively. 

One of the problems that need congressional consideration is the 
disposition to be made of the submarginal lands that were acquired 
by the United States during the depression in the middle 1930’s and 

at were then transferred by Executive order to the Department of 
the Interior for administration for the benefit of various Indian tribes. 

Approximately 326,000 acres are involved in this classification. 
Title Sen been in the United States now for more than 20 years, and a 
decision needs to be made regarding the conditions under which the 
lands may be acquired by the Indians. The problem has been faced 
on a piecemeal basis in two instances—with the Seminoles in Florida 
and the Pueblos in New Mexico. 

Another problem involving Indian lands that need attention is the 
heirship problem. After tribal lands were broken up and allotted— 
i.e., conveyed—in separate parcels to individual Indians, the original 
owners in many cases have died, and the inheritance process has re- 
sulted in the creation of almost unbelievable number of undivided 
fractional interests in those lands. 

In many instances this process has virtually frozen the title in a 
manner that makes it difficult for the individual owners to use the 
land themselves or to dispose of it. The problem is to determine the 
conditions under which the land may be sold by the individual Indian 
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owners when some of them do not agree or cannot be located, and the 
conditions under which the tribes may, if they wish, acquire the 
lands that are offered for sale. In the latier case the big problem is 
how tribal acquisitions should be financed. 

The Department’s study of these subjects is also proceeding and we 
shall work closely with your Indian Affairs subcommittee in regard 
to specific recommendations in these areas. 

The policy of terminating Federal supervision over the affairs of 
the various tribes as they become ready for that action has received 
much attention in the past, both by this committee and by ourselves. 

The Department expects to submit to this Congress a few termina- 
tion bills, but as I have previously announced and emphasized, the 
Department will submit a proposal in this field only if it is fully 
understood and concurred in by a majority of the Indian group af- 
fected. The groups we now have under consideration are small ones 
and will not present the complex issues that were involved in the 
Klamath and Menominee legislation. 

The major item of legislation we shall submit to your committee in 
the fish and wildlife field will be our proposal to establish the Arctic 
Wildlife Range in Alaska. This area of approximately 9 million 
acres is located in the extreme northwest corner of our new State. 

Over 5 million acres of the area was formerly withdrawn as part of 
Public Land Order 82. As a refuge for caribou, grizzly and polar 
bear, Dall sheep, and wolverine, p us countless flocks of migratory 
birds of over 100 species, this wildlife range will provide a working 
laboratory for the study of Arctic life. 

Our proposal for this area will seek authorization to permit metalli- 
ferous mining under a permit system and to open the area to mineral 
leasing. We will, however, seek to limit access to the area in order to 
prohibit appropriation of the surface title under the public lands laws. 
We are currently working with the of Defense to elimi- 
nate their objections to our original draft bill. We are in substantial 
agreement now, and as soon as the technical drafting is completed and 
ienicaines has been given by the Bureau of the Budget, we shall submit 
this to Congress. 

Of primary interest to this committee is our saline water program. 

I believe that each of you know it was announced yesterday, a former 
distinguished member of this committee, who served one time as your 
chairman and was the ranking minority leader, Dr. A. L. Miller, was 
appointed yesterday as the new director of this program. 
_ As you know, we recently had an independent board of consultants 
make a study of the needs of the Office of Saline Water in light of our 
expanded responsibilities under the demonstration plant authority 
enacted by Congress last year. This survey resulted ‘in a series of 
recommendations, mostly administrative in character, which will be 
put into effect as the program progresses. _ oe 

Interest in the contemplated demonstration plant activity has been 
intense. We are approaching the date for the selection of the first 
process to be demonstrated under this program. Selection of the 
process will precede and influence selection of the site. 

The date, as I recall, Mr. Chairman, is March 2. : 

Our budget request for fiscal year 1960 for this portion of our saline 
water program is $300,000. This amount includes funds for the selec- 
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ton of processes and for the engineering plans for the first conversion 
plants. 

I think it goes without saying that our basic activity in research and 
development is continuing. 

The development activity is in the areas of three major processes— 
distillation, membrance, and freezing. In distillation, small pilot 
plant work is underway on rotary vapor-compression stills, long-tube- 
vertical multiple-effect systems and solar stills of several ee 

Mr. Chairman, as I suggested to you before this hearing began, if 
you and the members of the committee are interested, we have available 
at any time you want it, some charts which show quite graphically 
what is involved in these various processes and the progress which we 
have made to date. 

The Cuatrman. As I understand it, you will have your decision 
made by March 2 on the first process ? 

Secretary Seaton. I believe that is required by the congressional 
action, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuairman. That is right. 

Secretary Seaton. We will be ready. 

I might now go on to say the LTV distillation and the multistage 
flash distillation cycles continue to look very promising. 

Several membrance processes are in commercial use, and a number 
of small plants are in operation on brackish water treatment. Im- 
provement in equipment and membrances is a continuous process. 

A small pilot plant using freezing as a separation process is now 
being built. It is based upon successful laboratory research and de- 
velopment recently completed by the Office of Saline Water. 

Research is being carried out on these major processes, including the 
reverse osmosis and osmionic processes, and on others such a solvent 
extraction. Some of these will be going into small pilot plant de- 
velopment. 

In closing, let me repeat, Mr. Chairman, the comments I made to 
some of the members of this committee recently, when we met in an 
informal breakfast session. It has been a matter of continuing pride 
to those of us now serving in the Department of the Interior that our 
relationships over the years with your committee and its members 
have been most satisfactory and pleasant. 

We have disagreed—at times—but our disagreement. has normally 
been as. to the means we should adopt to accomplish a mutually agreed 
upon objective. Partisanship has not impeded the important work 
of the committee, and I like to believe, has not impeded the important 
work of the Department of the Interior. 

In any event, I believe the people we all serve have benefited thereby. 

I make these comments again to give me the opportunity to assure 
you, Mr. Chairman, on the record, that it is our intention to do our 
part in continuing, in every way possible, this outstanding record of 
cooneration. 

We stand ready to assist this committee in any way. And it is my 
feeling that any disagreements arising during this session of the Con- 
gress between any of us will be eventually resolved as they always 
can be by reasonable and sincere men. If our relationships continue 
in the future as they have in the past, and I, for one, feel confident 
they will, we will continue to build sound and wise programs for the 
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development, wise use and conservation of our precious natural re- 
sources, 

That concludes my statement, Mr. Chairman, and I once more 
want to express my gratitude to you for being allowed to come before 
you this morning and for being permitted to read it through in its 
entirety before questioning. 

The Cuamman. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary, for a very 
constructive and a rather inclusive statement as to the work laid out 
for this Congress as expressed in the Department’s wishes. 

I think we realize, along with you and those who work with you, 
the wide jurisdiction that your Department has and the similar juris- 
diction which this committee has. We never do finish our work. It 
seems to me that we never finish any particular part of our work 
We take care of a matter for the time being, and then we go to some- 
thing else and have to come back all too often. 

I am sure our cooperative work will be beneficial to the people of 
the Nation. 

I stated in the beginning, Mr. Secretary, that there was a rather 
close relationship between our staff and the Department. I might 
remark at this time that each member of our staff of professional 
experts at one time or other saw service with the Department of the 
Interior and that they have proven very satisfactory from our point 
of responsibility. 

Mr. Hatey. Mtr. Chairman, you also might remark that we have 
Siem some good people to send down to the Department of the 

nterior. 

The CHamman. That statement was made before the gentleman 
from Florida came in. 

Secretary Seaton. And I would agree to that, Mr. Haley. 

The Cuarrman. The chairman is going to take time only for one 
question because he would like to have as many members of the com- 
mittee ask as many questions as they have on their mind this morn- 
ing, as our time will allow. My question has to do with your state- 
ment made relative to the power situation on the Trinity River 

roject. 
We do have your request here before the committee as far as a state- 
ment of policy is concerned and we recognize the fact that you have 
before your Department a letter signed by a majority of the members 
of the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House during 
the 85th Congress. 

But at the present time, Mr. Secretary, we have nothing before the 
Congress of the United States upon which we can make any further 
determination as to the policy which you enunciated 2 years ago 
relative to this matter. 

The chairman yesterday stated in the Subcommittee on Irrigation 
and Reclamation that he would be willing to present a resolution, he 
would do so by request, in order to get this matter taken care of. T 
am willing to do this because I think that we realize, along with 
you, that this decision should be made before we go into the next 
fiscal year as far as construction programs are concerned. Whichever 
way the decision shall be made, the chips will have to fall as they 
will, of course. 
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If there is anyone from the area or close to the area who wishes 
to introduce the resolution or the bill, that will be fine. If not, the 
chairman of the committee stands ready to be cooperative in such 
matter. 

Secretary Seaton. I am grateful, Mr. Chairman, for your offer. 
As you yourself indicate, we did appear before this ia in the 
last session of Congress in response to the mandate which was involved 
in the Trinity Authorizing Act of August 1955, which required the 
Secretary of the Interior to report to the Congress with recommenda- 
tions on the results of whatever negotiations had taken place for 
joint development. 

It is my understanding, Mr. Chairman, that there are Members of 
the Congress who expect to introduce bills dealing with the Trinity 
os However, should that not eventuate, we are grateful to you 

or your offer in this respect, and we shall certainly take advantage 
of it. And I dothank you, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I would suggest that we not let too much time 
by until one or the other of the methods of posing the question 
carried out. 

Secretary Searon. I would agree with the chairman completely in 
that, sir. I think the question is such and the status of construction is 
such that it is obvious 1t would be preferable all the way around if the 
os were to be resolved in this session of the Congress. We will 

o everything we can to cooperate toward that end. 

Tiel eamenaen The Chair recognizes the gentlemen from Pennsyl- 
vania for any questions he may have. 

Mr. Sartor. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Secretary, I want to thank you for this excellent statement that 
you tendered to us and to express to you personally my appreciation 
for the statements that were made to this committee pcre by one 
of or representatives, Mr. Dominy. 

many times in the past, Mr. Secretary, representatives have 
come up from the Interior Department, since I have been a member 
of this committee, and attempted to convince this committee that, even 
though they made a mistake and they recognized they had made a 
mistake, the committee was wrong in even questioning them. 

Mr. Dominy came before us yesterday, and I think it was a refresh- 
ing experience to the members of this committee to have a man sit 
in the witness chair from the Interior Department and say, “We made 
an error. We admit it. We apologize. What can we do to correct it?” 

I think if that spirit continues in the Interior Department, speaking 
for myself and the people on my side of the aisle, we will find a great 
deal happier working conditions than we have had in the past. 

Secretary Szaron. Thank you, Mr. Saylor. It is my hope and de- 
sire that those conditions will continue. 

Mr. Saytor. I just have a few questions. Has there been any bill 

proposed, Mr. Secretary, for the helium program which you referred 
to in your statement ? 
_ Secretary Seaton. I am advised that Senator Murray, chairman of 
the Senate counterpart of this committee, has introduced a bill in this 
session which is based on the proposals we sent up in the last session 
of the Coneren. To the best of my knowledge, no other bills have yet 
been introduced 
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As I pointed out in my opening statement, there are certain changes 
in there which we should like to have the Congress consider. I am 
not aware that any of them are involved or complicated, they are 
simply perfecting by nature. 

. There is another question I would like to have for 


r. SAYLOR. 
the record. | 
On page 5 of your statement you referred to the Bureau of Mines 
increased participation in research in new methods and metallurgical 
techniques. Has there been any concrete proposal — drafted by the 
Bureau of Mines for submission so that we ~— ange the original 
pinta Act of 1872 to take advantage of these new mining tech- 
ues 
cretary Seaton. Mr. Saylor, I do not believe so as yet. That 
matter is also under consideration and is one that does need, I would 
say, prompt attention. 

Mir. Sartor. Mr. Secretary, one further question and then I am 
through. I notice on pase 8 your item major legislation with — 
to the establishment of the Arctic Wildlife Refuge. That is a refuge, 
is it not, that the United States is attempting to establish with Canada 
which will extend both in the new State of ‘Alaska and into the Yukon 
territory ? 

Secretary Szaton. Mr. Saylor, it is the wildlife range. It is not a 
refuge in the pure acceptance of the term. And it is the area on which 
we have negotiated informally and in which the Canadian Government 
has shown a very high degree of interest, and, I must say fine co- 
operation. It is possible that once we have accomplished this on our 
side of the line, the Canadians will then see fit to extend the area 
over within the boundaries of Canada. 

Should that eventuate, it would be one of the high points, I am sure, 
of conservation in the last 50 years. 

Mr. Saytor. I might say, Mr. Secretary, that Mrs. Kelly, Repre- 
sentative from New York, had a group of Members of the Canadian 
Parliament here. I discussed this matter with them at a luncheon, 
and they indicated, as you have stated, a great desire to cooperate 
with us in the establishment of this Arctic Wildlife Range. 

Secretary Sraron. As I am sure you are very well aware, Mr. Say- 
lor, if this should happen and the Canadians should join in a joint 
venture, as it were, that then would accomplish the setting aside 
of the largest wildlife range in the entire world. 

Mr. Saytor. That is right. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

The CHarrMan. The gentleman from Florida. 

Mr. Hater. Mr. Secretary, on page 7 of your renort—which I 
might say with a few exceptions I agree with—you speak of the Indian 
problems, especially the disposition of the approximately 326,000 
acres of submarginal land. You say you are continuing to study 
that, and you propose sometime in the near future to make some spe- 
cific recommendation. 

I realize we have-settled the problem insofar as authority is con- 
cerned, and I certainly had hoped that. other Members of the Con- 
gress would take the initiative where they have these lands to make 
some final disposition of them, 

Is the Department sometime in the near future going to make a 
recommendation as to the overall picture? ‘ 


i 


ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 15 


_ Secretary Seaton. Yes, Mr. Haley, we certainly hope so. Of 
course, as you so well know, out of the wealth of your experience as 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Indian Affairs, that over the past 
several years there have been numerous bills which have been intro- 
duced in an attempt to deal with all or part of the overall problem. 

It is not an easy one, as I know I need not tell you. 

We do hope to come before you with the departmental recom- 
mendations, and we shall welcome the counsel and advice in trying to 
accomplish for the good of the Indians, the good of the economy, 
something at least in the nature of what you have done in your own 
State of Florida. 

Mr. Hatey. In the heirship problem, you say you are continuing 
to study that. Do you propose, Mr. Secretary to make some recom- 
mendation very shortly on that? 

I know you are well aware of the fact that this is one of the real 
problems. It is also a problem that has not only given the Depart- 
ment great concern, but is also costing, as I understand it, a large sum 
of money. And we really do not have the full use of some of the 
lands that should be made available from the standpoint of income, if 
nothing else. 

Secretary Seaton. I would agree with that, sir, and we do expect 
to come before you, and I hope we can very promptly. Again, that 
isa Mag’ mag problem, as I am sure you know. 

Mr. Hatey. Yes; I realize it is. 

On the termination bills that you submit this time, Mr. Secretary, 
are they pretty much in order now or will it be some time? 

The reason I ask you this—I would like to have them as early in the 
86th Congress as we can possibly can get them, because you know they 
usually are pretty compponted situations. 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Haley, if I may make the observation, I 


have learned by bitter experience quite some time ago not to make 
specific predictions on legislative matters, and I think with particular 
reference to Indian legislative matters. But we do have prospective 
termination bills in the Department we are working on for the lower 
Elba and the Schoolwater sip west Washington, the Catawba 


Indians in South Carolina, and Winnemucca and Ely Indians in Mon- 
tana, and the Sac and Fox Indians in Kansas. 

Now, we have, I might say for the record, consent resolutions on the 
above groups. "hs other words, they have formally notified us of their 
willingness and of their consent, but further negotiations are neces- 
sary in some of these areas so that we may be sure there is a full 
understanding of everything involved. ; 

Again, I know I need not remind you that some of these Indians 
are rather widely dispersed. 

If negotiations underway now prove out, we might have additional 
small groups in Michigan or in Minnesota. 

For the benefit of the newer members of the committee particu- 
larly, Mr. Chairman, I might recite a short list of termination meas- 
ures which have been passed. Those involve the Klamath and 
Menominee, three Oklahoma. tribes, the Uintah and Ouray mixed 
bloods, four Paiute tribes in Utah, and the Alabamas and Coushadas 
in Tennessee. 
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We have felt it necessary, Mr. Haley, that we proceed slowly and 
patiently on this problem so that the people involved have a complete 
and full understanding of what is involved. I think we would make 
a great mistake and might commit, even inadvertently, a moral injus- 
tice if we were to proceed too rapidly. 

It is not to say that any good pur is served by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and the Department of Interior dragging its feet, and 
I assure you, sir, that neither the Bureau nor the Department will 

in that sort of practice. 

r. Hater. Of course, I thoroughly agree with the Secretary that 
we should proceed cautiously. There probably is more misunder- 
standing about this Indian termination program than most anything 
in Congress today, as I am sure the Secretary is well aware. 

Secretary Seaton. I would join in that. 

Mr. Hatey. People who just get part of the picture, I might say, 
sometimes are inclined to condemn the Department for what is plainly 
the effort to carry out the expressed will of the Congress. 

If you could and would get those bills you propose for termination 
up as soon as possible so we would have an opportunity to give them 
thorough study in the committee, I am certain members of the com- 
mitte would appreciate it. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman from New York, Mr. Wharton. 

Mr. Wuarton. Mr. Secretary, I wish to add my commendation for 
your excellent report in your appearance here today. 

I am sometimes asked why I should have any interest in the De- 
partment or in this committee. After all, New York State having 
paid, I believe, the highest share of money for the program, in answer 
to that I would like to see where the money goes. I appreciate your 
report is somewhat limited. 

- Tam wondering if it would be possible for one of your associates 
to bring me up to date as to my own State and the proposals that are 
underway or that you have been operating. 

- In other words, as to the Department's activities in New York 
T would like to be brought up to date. Of course, you can submit that 
in letter form. 

Secretary Szaron. We would be very glad to do that, Mr. Whar- 
ton, and we will do that expeditiously. 

' The Cuarrman. The gentleman from Oklahoma, Mr. Edmond- 
son. 
Mr. Epmonpson. Mr. Chairman, I merely want to express my ap- 
preciation to the Secretary for the emphasis which he has placed 
on Hawaiian statehood here as something that really has high priority 
in your planning and, I know, in this committee’s planning, as shown 
by the hearings held. 

T also wish to express the appreciation of the people of Oklahoma 
to the Department for this adult vocational training program you 
have initiated under a law passed just a couple of years ago for adult 
Indians. I think that is one of the finest things you are doing, and 
I just hope you will press forward upon it and redouble your efforts 
to get more Indians into that program, because I think it is a very 
fittingly parallel program to run along with termination, to try to get 


| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 17 


as many of these Indians able to support themselves and their fami- 
lies as gainfully as possible. 

I have no further comments. 

Secretary Seaton. Thank you, Mr. Edmondson. 

The Cuaimman. The gentleman from Washington, Mr. Westland. 

Mr. Westianp. No questions, except to say that Tam glad to see 
the Secretary of the Interior before this committee. I have many 
areas in my State of Washington that are highly affected by the polli- 
cies, procedures, and activities of the Department of the Interior, and 
our relationship has been excellent. 

I am fortunate in having had the Under Secretary of the Interior 
go throughout my district to take a look at that area and pay compli- 
ments to former President Lincoln. I know the people welcomed 
him with open arms. I hope I can have the Secretary appear in 
the same area to see the Olympia National Park and see the things 
of the Interior is doing. I think they are doing quite 
well. 

Secretary Seaton. Thank you, Mr. Westland. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman from Oregon. 

Mr. Utiman. I want to commend the Secretary on a very fine state- 
ment. 

First, I would like to ask you about the chrome program: You had 
a bill last year. Has the situation changed in any way to your 
ponte oy so that you would not approve a similar program this 

ear 
s Secretary Seaton. Mr. Ullman, I cannot give you the specifics on 
chrome. I believe Assistant Secretary Hardy, who is here, could do 
it. 
But I would say, in a general answer to your question, that we 
do not now anticipate coming before the Congress with a minerals 
program which would be equivalent either to that one which we pre- 
sented in the last session, which involved, as of course you very well 
remember, the subsidy program for domestic and mineral producers 


_ of certain minerals, or resembling the import excise tax proposal 


ae we advanced in the session of Congress immediately preceding 
at. 

There are several reasons for that: 

One, it has been rather clearly demonstrated that we cannot hope 
for success in either of the two proposals. In the case of the minerals 
production program of last year we suffered overwhelming defeat 
in the House of Representatives, as you well recall. 

The other one is that, generally speaking, the situation in which 
the domestic metals and minerals industry finds itself has been an 
one. 

have made reference, as you may recall, to the copper price. I 
noticed a story in the morning papers where the copper producers 
joined, as it were, in expressing themselves very well satisfied as to 
the economic realities of the presently prevailing price in copper. 

The price of lead and the price of zinc, each have advanced hearten- 
ingly since the imposition of the quotas by President Eisenhower 
some 5 months ago. 

I believe I also made reference to the fact that in the case of both 
lead and zinc, we have been encouraged by rather considerable in- 
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creases in the production of both of those items domestically, to the 
magnitude of approximately 2,000 tons a month in the case of each, 
which, of course, is another indication, as you very well know, because 
of your experience and background, that the lead and zinc industries 
are beginning to recover toward a normal economic posture. 

Mr. Utiman. Mr. Secretary, if I may interject, I am thinking 
more in terms of those other mineral areas, such as chrome, where 
the mines are closed down. In other words, here we have a domestic 
program that has gone on the rocks, and these miners are desperately 
trying to find some way to come back out. 

Chrome is one of these. It is a lesser mineral as far as production 
is concerned, but important to areas in my part of the country. 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Ullman, I certainly join you in sympathetic 
consideration of the problems which do confront the chrome industry, 
which you yourself have said is not a large one, but, nevertheless, 
it involves humans. 

I think it is a fair statement to say that under present conditions, 
with the stockpiling requirement for both critical and strategic min- 
erals in their present situation—the specifics of that we would neces- 
sarily have to obtain from OCDM and the Department of Defense. 
I do not think it involves chrome. I am not permitted to make a 
public statement, although I think the committee is certainly entitled 
to it in executive session, but there is no market there. 

And because of the fact that, so far as we know now, domestic 
deposits of chrome and certain other of those minerals are not cer- 
tainly in the high-grade ore category and the operations are small. 
I know myself, at least, of no reasonable program which could com- 
pletely resuscitate those industries. 

That is not to say that we have just abandoned them and run off 
and left them, because I know specifically in the case of chrome that 
certain rather important work is presently underway in the Bureau 
of Mines, in the laboratory and technical work, which might prove 
of considerable benefit. 

Mr. Utiman. I do not want to press the issue and take the com- 
mittee’s time on this, except—— 

Secretary Seaton. Would you like to address your questions to 
Mr. Hardy? I have just been advised he says in the case of chrome 
he knows to his own knowledge that a cooperative has recently been 
formed out in the area someplace in the West and they are lookin 
to the production of ferrochrome. Or we would be glad to furnis 
you with a full report on this if you would like. 

Mr. Utiman. I have been in touch with the people out there and 
know the problem, but the cooperative is of no use unless we have a 
program to go along with it here. 

I would just like to forewarn you we will have a very modest pro- 
gram presented very shortly to Congress. The bill coming up is some- 
what similar to last year’s bill. I hope you will give it full considera- 
tion and recognize the need of our area. 

I was a little disappointed in your statement with relation to recrea- 
tion. I feel that this is a most important subject. I had hoped you 
might mention the Recreation Resources Commission and the challenge 
in the field of recreation. 
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Secretary Searon. Mr. Ullman, I must confess that you have raised 
a very pertinent point. The only reason that we do not discuss it in 
this presentation 1s that we realized as it existed it was rather lengthy. 

Now, the Department, of course, does have a very major concern in 
this whole broad general field of recreation. We have had several 
meetings with the chairman of the National Recreation Resources 
Review Council. I should not want the omission in any way to 
indicate the lessening of interest in our Department as to that general 
area, 

I appreciate very much your having mentioned it. 

Mr. Uttman. L appreciate your statement, and I appreciate the help 
the Department has given. 

Secretary Seaton. Thank you. 

Mr. Uttman. We have a reclamation bill before the committee 
right now in which there is a real recreation problem, pointing up the 
lack of legislation and the lack of a unified program. It is most 
important, and I am sure you are aware of it. 

Secretary Seaton. I recognize you, sir, as the distinguished con- 
gressional member of that commission, and I want you to know we 
shall be very glad to work with you all the way through. 

Mr, Utiman. [appreciate that. 

Turning to Indian matters, I am pleased that you did not read in 
your list any more Indian terminations in my district. We have had 
more than enough for the time being. 

You mentioned consent. Is it your policy now—and I mention this 
because of the fears of some of the other tribes in my district—is it 
your policy to get the consent of the tribe before you submit termina- 
tion proposals 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Ullman, yes. We made a rather full state- 
ment on that last summer, and in essence it is as I have given it in 
this opening statement. ' 

I can say to you, sir, that any and all of the termination proposals 
which the Department of the Interior will send to the Congress in 
this session will be sent up here only after we have assured ourselves 
of the full understanding of the Indians concerned, and we do have 
a formalized concurrence of the majority of each of the groups affected. 

Now I am sure you know that oftentimes the so-called termination 
programs are not initiated by any section of the Government. They 
are initiated by the Indians themselves. No member of this committee 
needs to be told, but I every now and then run into groups where I am 
speaking where people express a great deal of surprise when we 
tell them that some Indian tribes in this country have never been 
under the jurisdiction of the Federal Government and rather consid- 
erable bodies of them have been independent and full-fledged citizens, 
some of them dating back to the time of the Revolution. 

Somehow or other the public seems to have gained a general impres- 
sions that all American lh lians are wards of the Government, and that 
is not true. : 

Mr. Haury. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Uniman. Certainly. 

Mr. Haxey. I would like to say this, Mr. Secretary: There seems 


to be a general misunderstanding about the Department’s activities in 
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the sale of Indian lands. Mr. Secretary, is it not true where an 
individual Indian owns land that you have no Oy og whatever to say 
to that Indian that he cannot dispose of that land? Where he has a 
clear title, you would be infringing on his constitutional rights if you 
attempted to say that he cannot séll this to other than an Indian or to 
the tribe. Is that not correct? 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Haley, that is absolutely correct. Wherever 
any Indian can show he has clear title as to a parcel of land, there is no 
constitutional way that we can prevent his disposing of that land. 

I will say, as of course you very well know, that we have made every 
proper effort to be sure that the Indian understands what is involved 
and really wants to do it, and that, furthermore, if he does want to 
= with the disposition of that land, we have done everything 

hat we properly could, if there is a tribe involved, and to encourage 
the individual owner to see if he can come to a satisfactory 
arrangement with the tribe. 

Now that is generally speaking. There are some areas, of course, 
where that serves absolutely no purpose because Indians on many 
occasions, own lands, or pieces of land, that have absolutely no rela- 
tionship whatever to a reservation, let us say. 

Mr. Harry. I am glad to hear you make that statement, Mr. Secre- 
tary, because there seems to be general misinformation, I might say. 
It seems that the news media of this country just want to continue 
to hound on the fact that you are forcing an Indian to sell his land. 

You have no more control over the selling of that land than you 
would if I sold the land, and you would be impugning on his constitu- 
tional rights if you tried to. 

Secretary Seaton. That is correct. 

Mr. Epmonpson. Will the gentleman yield ? 

The CHarrman. May the Chair state: We are taking considerable 
time on Indian matters, and a few of the newer members will not have 
a chance to ask questions if we do not get along. 

Does the gentleman yield to the gentleman from Oklahoma ? 

Mr. Utiman. Briefly. 

Mr. Epmonpson. I will withhold until everybody has had a chance 
to ask questions. 

Mr. Utitman. One comment and then I am going to yield my time. 

I am very pleased with your cooperation on industrial develop- 
ment. I would like to announce to the committee that the McNary 
townsite contract is being concluded and signed today for the estab- 
lishment of an industry to help in the employment of Indians in 
my area. I appreciate the help of the Department on that program. 

Secretary Seaton. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Utiman. I would like to reserve the balance of my time. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman from California, Mr. Hosmer. 

Mr. Hosmer. Mr. Secretary, I have spent a lot of my time on this 
committee trying to stop ‘tr department from doing certain things, 
mostly building dams on the Colorado River. 


Secretary Szaron. I have some memory of that, Mr. Hosmer. 

Mr. Hosmer. There is a little change this time. I have something 
I would like for you to do. sail 

It seems those States along the Colorado, when they agreed in 
1922 to the division of water, divided up more water than there was 
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and have been fighting about it ever since. Now for practically the 
first time they have agreed on something, and that is this weather 
control proposal for the Colorado River Basin. 

Identical bills have been introduced by Congressmen and Senators 
from each of those seven States, including the chairman of this com- 
mittee. It is designed along the lines of the saline water program 
which you point to with such pride in the report you have just made. 
We are hoping that this program, aimed at the use of modern scien- 
tific weather techniques, can be approved by your Department and 
carried out in cooperation with the National Science Administration 
at perhaps an expenditure of about a million dollars a year. That 
million dollars will not only be paid back in increased revenues, but 
it will tremendously increase the prosperity in the whole arid West. 

I hope, Mr. Secretary, that you wal instruct the people in your 
Department to give this proposal a real consideration, and if we can 
increase by about 10 percent the water from that river, we will not 
only come up with the compact amount that was divided, but I 
think we will possibly have arrived then at a permanent truce in the 
battle that has been raging along there for so many decades. 

Secretary Szaton. I can assure you, Mr. Hosmer, we will give 
every consideration to the proposal when it reaches us. 

Mr. Hosmer. Thank you, Mr, Secretary. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Anperson. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

With respect to the helium conservation program, will you say just 
a word about the costs involved in the extraction of helium ? 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Anderson, the one plant now under con- 
struction, the Keyes Oklahoma plant, is being carried on by the 
Federal Government, and in our proposal, in general, we believe there 
will be a capital investment necessary for the construction of 12 addi- 
tional plants, to which I referred this morning, of about $224 million. 

The operation and maintenance costs of those 12 plants will run 
another $300 million. That means about $524 million in those two 
items. 

When you add the interest on the unamortized investment and return 
on the investment, which is rather difficult to compute in the case 
of Government, you see, because it is the Government dealing with 
the Government, it amounts to an anticipated $135 million if these 
were to be constructed by private industry, and we have offered an 
alternative in the proposal which came to the Congress in the last 
session. 

If you add all of those to it, you get up to figures where govern- 
mental operation of these plants will amount to $614 million. 

If private industry were to take it over, they face something in 
the neighborhood of a capital investment of $834 million. 

I said, and Benen we believe this to be very important legislation, 
and the proposal which we sent up the last session of Congress had 


complete clearance within the administrative body of the Government, 
that is to say, the Bureau of the Budget, the White House, and all 
other interested agencies. 

It is a very valuable natural resource, to put it lightly, in terms of 
value, absolutely essential to certain defense efforts. We know of no 
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new important source of the gas which has been discovered since the 
early 1940's. 

Weare in the practical position now where we have these constantly 
increasing demands, particularly from Government, and a rather con- 
siderable increase in commercial demand, that is, in the sense of 
medicine and certain other uses, where we feel it is absolutely neces- 
sary to engage in a program of conservation of this utterly irreplace- 
able natural resource. 

We might, and we would hope we would, find new sources of helium 
gas. But again we have to face the reality that no one has discovered 
any important new source since about 1943. 

r. ANperson. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. That is all. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman from Colorado, Judge Chenoweth. 

Mr. Cuenowetn. Mr. Secretary, it is always a great pleasure to 
have you before this committee and it gives me great personal pleas- 
ure to welcome you. You always present a very frank, straightfor- 
ward, and sincere statement to the committee, and I congratulate you 
on your statement today, which was most interesting and informative. 

It certainly covers your activities in a most complete manner. 

The chairman of the committee referred to Mr. Bennett and our 
great pride in him in Colorado, and we are indeed happy to see him 
a member of your team. I think it is a very good team, an all- 
American team. You have got a good strong line and a fast back- 
field, and a very excellent team. 

I am also happy to see Mr. Ernst. I think he came by way of 
Arizona, but originally from Colorado. I think you have a well- 
balanced team, Mr. Secretary. 

Secretary Seaton. Thank you. 

Mr. Cuenowetu. I just have a couple of items. I, of course, want 
to thank you again for your interest in the Fryingpan-Arkansas proj- 
ect, which you mentioned as one of the projects you will support, and 
T hope it will be authorized. 

I might state that the people of Colorado are doing their best to 
get together on a bill and work out some of their differences. We 
are hoping to have a bill for your consideration very shortly. We 
are encouraged over the progress they are making. 

We know you have been interested in this project over the years. 
Those who are sponsoring the project are very grateful to you for 
your fine support. 

I want to refer to the helium situation which the gentleman from 
Montana asked about. 

In Colorado we have at least one small deposit of helium which was 
producing helium at one time. It happens to be in my district, not 
very far from my hometown of Trinidad, located near Thatcher. That 
field was in production at one time. At the time the Government dis- 
continued all helium operations, they bought the Girdler plant, which 
was in operation, and the field was abandoned. The helium is still 
there in the ground. I wonder how serious the helium shortage is at 
this time. 

. Do you need helium pretty badly? Are you looking for new 
elium 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Chenoweth, there is absolutely no question 
about that. The United States of America now is using 70 times 
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the amount of helium which it felt necessary to use or had a demand 
to use in 1937. In 22 years we have increased the usage of helium 
gas 70 times, 

I cannot speak specifically as to the occurrence of helium in your 
own immediate area, but I am certain that that knowledge is in the 
Department, and I am also as certain as I can be that they are taking 
it into consideration, because this problem is of such tremendous 
national importance it would be utterly inconceivable to me if the 
Department were overlooking any important sources of helium gas. 

ou do, as you very well know, sometimes find helium in such 
minute quantities as to the total cubic feet of gas, that it just is not 
economically feasible under any stretch of the imagination, including 
military usages, to attempt to extract the helium from that gas. But 
these 12 new plants we have in mind—— 
_ Mr.CuHenowern. Where will those plants be located ? 

Secretary Szaton. I do not have that specific list with me. I will 
be glad to provide it. 

Mr. Cuenowetn. The field in Colorado is not one of them ? 

Secretary Seaton. I cannot tell you about that. All I recall about 
your field in Colorado is that it is a relatively small field. 

Mr. Cuenowetu. That is correct. 

Secretary Sxaton. In the sense of what other fields could produce 
if they were properly handled and served. But I cannot speak as 
to the percentage of helium which occurs in your production of natural 


as. 

As you know, we do have plans in existence today—Exell and 
Amarillo, Tex. ; Otis, Kans., and the fourth plant is Shiprock, N. Mex., 
and we are now in the process of building the fifth new plant, at a cost 
of $12 million in the State of Oklahoma, as I am sure Mr. Edmondson 
is aware. 

Mr. Cuenowetn. I wonder if you would be kind enough, Mr. Sec- 
retary, to convey to the person who is in charge of the helium program 
my intense interest in this helium field in Colorado, and that, in view 
of desperate demand for helium, it might pay the Department to take 
another look at the field in Colorado where helium was actually in 
prosuetien at one time. This operation was very successful until the 

overnment stepped in, in 1937 and canceled all production of helium. 

Secretary Sraton. The record is clear it was in production and I 
shall certainly convey to the Department, and mind you Assistant 
Secretary Hardy is present here this morning, and I am sure he has 
heard what you have said. 

Nevertheless, I will formalize it when I get back to the office. 

Mr. Cuenowern. See if anything could be done, because there is 
a great deal of interest in that field, and I am hoping something can 
be worked out. There is helium there. If you really need it as 
desperately as you say you do, I think you might take a look at the 
Colorado field in the Thatcher area. I think it would be of some 
interest to you. 

Secretary Seaton. Thank you. 

Mr. Cuenowertu. I think that is all. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman from California, Judge Saund. 

Mr. Saunp. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


° 
| 
| 
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Mr. Secretary, in my district we have difficulty over the equaliza- 
tion of Indian lands of the Agua Caliente Tribe of Palm Springs. 
I have introduced a bill, which was prepared jointly in cooperation 
with the city of Palm Springs and the tribal council, and I have asked 
the chairman of the subcommittee to hold hearings. 

I have received messages and letters from Palm Springs that they 
are afraid the Department is going to go ahead with their own plan 
of equalization anyhow. Can I give them the assurance that you will 
give hua) Congress and this committee a chance to work out that 

roblem 
. Secretary Seaton. Mr. Saund, I certainly can give you every assur- 
ance that we will be responsive to the wishes of the Congress. I could 
not get out of that if I wanted to, and I do not want to. 

But this is a very complicated matter, as I am sure you know. 

Just briefly, in 1956 the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals confirmed 
the district court order requiring the Department of Interior to equal- 
ize allotments on the Palm Springs Reservation of which you speak. 

Now the Department worked—and I think zealously—for several 
months with tribal officials and the tribal attorney, and finally we were 
able to arrive at a proposal which was acceptable to the tribe and to 
the Department, which is to say the Federal Government. 

That proposal was also endorsed by the city of Palm Springs. 
There have been lots of negotiations and work done in the interim. 

In 1958 it became apparent to us that the Congress in its own 
judgment and wisdom did not expect to then take any action on equal- 
ization, and therefore the Department put the tribe and the Congress 
on official notice, as it were, that it felt it necessary to proceed under 
the existing authority. 

We then announced a detailed pi for that equalization, and we 
made certain that it was personally conveyed to the members of the 
tribe, and was thoroughly discussed with the members of the tribe. 

On that occasion, I must say, the record shows that the tribe did not 
agree with the plan, and I understand they then requested you to 
introduce a bill during the closing days of the session, which you did. 
But the Congress, busy as it was in those closing days, found itself 
unable to have any hearings on the proposal. 

Since then we have completed the appraisals and other preliminary 
work which we believe to be necessary to carry out the equalization 
plan, and another attempt was made to get all interested parties into 
agreement by late November 1958. 

I must say to you that the tribal attorney suggested meeting with 
the Department again and seeing if we could not work out a further 
compromise. That meeting was held in early December, and at that 
time the record shows that two possible compromises were tentatively 
agreed on, at least with the tribal attorney and the representatives 
of the Department of the Interior. When those proposals were pre- 
sented to the tribe by the tribe’s own attorney, the tribe rejected the 
proposals. 

Now on January 23, the Department of the Interior published a 
proposed rule on this equilization procedure and, as you know, of 
course, that officially gave all interested persons 30 days time to submit 
their comments. 
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The record further shows the tribe has met in this interim and 
voted to request enactment of the bill which you had introduced, re- 
questing enactment of that in lieu of the Department’s plan. As of 
now, we have not received any detailed recommendations from the 
tribe, but we are making every effort to get them. 

The tribal attorney has been most cooperative and helpful and 
discussed with interested officials in the Department of the Interior 
some of the details of your proposed bill, upon which either he or his 
clients, the Indians, feel they would like certain changes. 

In conclusion, I could just say to you that we certainly will do every- 
thing we can to resolve this problem to the satisfaction of everybody 
concerned. Not that it is particularly important in the magnitude 
of money, but to show we have not laggedly dealt with this, I am 
conscious of the fact we have already spent more than a hundred 
thousand dollars in contract appraisals on this problem in trying to 
find a common level of solution. 

I would hope that we would get a decision on this rather soon, 
because, if we do not, aside from the fact there are members of the 
tribe who feel that the action has been delayed too long and that sort 
of thing, these contract appraisals which are now in existence will 
be completely out of date, and if we do indeed get an agreement, then 
we will have to begin all over again. I recognize, sir, you have done 
a t deal of work on this and we are perfectly willing to counsel 
with you at any time you want. 

Mr. Sartor. Would the gentleman yield to me for a question on 
this point? 

Mr. Saunp. Yes;I yield. 

Mr. Sartor. Mr. Secretary, has this problem been created as a 
result of a court decision ? 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Saylor, to the best of my knowledge the im- 
mediate problem we have is created by this court decision of 1956 
which ordered us, as I said, in reaffirming the district court order, to 
equilize the allotments on the Palm Springs Reservation, oftentimes 
referred to as Agua Caliente. I do not know much Spanish, but it 
is hot water all right all the time. 

Mr. Sartor. The question in my mind was, since the judge told you 
to equalize, and it is a proposition that I know has caused concern 
to you and to Judge Saund and to many of the people who know about 
it, giving you an almost impossible task to perform, whether or not 
you might have your Solicitor look into the proposition that he might 
advise the judge you were perfectly willing to comply with it, that 
all he had to do was equalize it and you would comply with his order. 
I think you might put the shoe on the judge’s foot and the judge might 
find it was rather an impossible situation he had asked you to solve. 

Mr. Saunp. I know it is a difficult situation, and I introduced the 
bill by request because I do not claim to be an authority in this. But, 
Mr. Secretary, you did not answer my question. 

T am sorry. 


Mr. Saunp. I have introduced the bill by request, requested you to 
report on it, and I have contacted the chairman of the subcommittee 
and asked him to hold hearings. It is my desire that all people con- 
cerned in that area be heard and given a chance because there is a 
large amount of money involved, running into the tens of millions 
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of dollars. Will you give a chance for my bill to go through its 
sta 

he Carman. The chairman will take over at this point. There 
are about 250 requests, I think, before the Department for reports. I 
can assure my colleague that this report will be forthcoming as soon 
as possible. But for a member of this committee to ask at this time 
for any particular action upon any particular report, certainly is 
asking just a little too much, ee aund. Ifthe report is not forth- 
coming within a reasonable length of time, you will find your chair- 
man with you. 

Mr. Saunp. All right, Mr. Chairman. All I was asking him, will 
the Department wait. So I can tell my people they do not have to 
worry. That my bill will not be given consideration ? 

The Cuarrman. Let the chairman suggest to you that request can 
be mad rhaps, better in a letter. But at this time, with only 4 
weeks 0 ngress having gone as far as we are concerned, I doubt 
very much if the Secretary can answer just when he is going to have 
that report up. But you will have it? 

Secretary Seaton. We shall do our best. 

Mr. Chairman, just to point up the statement you just made about 
the amount of measures before this committee, we had in the 85th 

a total of 1,658 requests; we have already had over 400 
requests from this Congress; and we shall probably have more from 
this Congress than any preceding Congress. Each year the number 
of bills we have been asked to report on has increased. 

We do our best, Mr. Chairman, I hope you will agree, to get these 
reports out. But no one needs to tell me, sir, that this committee shoul- 
ders a terrific burden in every session of the Congress, both in the mat- 
ter of bills that come before it and public hearings, and all that sort 
of thing. Iam sometimes amazed at how you get it all done. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. Wirurow. This is the first session that I have had the pleasure 
of serving on this committee. Of course, I have heard you testify be- 
fore, but I have enjoyed it a great deal. 

I was particularly interested in that portion of your report in re- 

rd to the President having established import quotas. At this time 

want to thank you for your efforts at the last session of the Congress 
to bring about the passage of legislation which would have been of 
great benefit to the lead and zinc industry. 

I think you should know this: I think. that the establishing of those 
quotas is a step in the right direction. Probably the price of lead has 
not gone down lower than it was at the time those quotas were estab- 
lished, but at the same time it has not had the desired result in my 
district. 

I have a great many lead and zinc mines in southwestern Wisconsin. 
There are a great many of them just adjacent to me in Illinois. All 
of those lead mines, with the exception of one, have closed. The ex- 
ception is the mine under Tennison, and they are very fortunate in 
that most of the water runs out of the mine and it does not have to be 


umped. 
Therefore, they have a very low-cost production. 
The people there and the people in Illinois feel as though this 
philosophy exists—that we can keep that stored in the ground and that 
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we can continue importing, and the result is that there are people that 
are suffering. Knowing about the industry, you can realize that this 
is not the practical way to handle it. 

I know for a long period of time it has been almost prohibitive to 
open a mine in my district. 

Secretary Szaron. I think your point is very well taken. I would 
say this to you by way of benefit of what I think is competent advice 
in a highly technical field: That we have not yet begun to see the full 
benefits of the imposition of the import quotas. 

You will recall, because of your knowledge and interest in the mat- 
ter, that those quotas were imposed about 5 months ago, and at that time 
there was a very large overhang in the market of both lead and zinc 
stocks, and there were at least large, if not extraordinarily large, sup- 

lies of domestic lead scrap available in this country. We are qudaay 

y working those off, and the demand for lead and zine has gradually 
been increasing, and I would hazard the prophecy that we shall see 
substantial relief in this area within the next several months. 

Mr. Epmonpson. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Wrrurow. yield. 

Mr. Epmonpson. I just wanted to join the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin, whose remarks I appreciate very much in saying we are feeling 
in the Tri-State field no benefit from this import plan thus far. 
I venture to say the Department is going to have to come to the 
conclusion that mandatory import limitations along the same line 
that you are monn: toward on oil import limitations, are going to be 
necessary to meet this situation, or else you are going to have to go 
back to some of this legislation that you proposed in the 85th Con- 
gress and start over again. 

We are not getting relief in our district and do not see any in sight 
down there. 

I just wanted to join the gentleman in his expression that this 
import limitation quota plan you have so far 

ecretary Seaton. I think I misunderstood the term you used. 
The lead and zine import quotas are not voluntary, they are 
mandatory. 

Mr. Epmonpson. They are not all-inclusive either. There are a lot 
of items coming in, as ja it, not in the concentrate or slab 
form and ity ee converted back to slab when they get in here, 
getting by your restrictions under the setup that you have right now. 

Secretary Seaton. I must say I was not aware of that, Mr. Ed- 
mondson, and I most certainly will look into it. , 

It has been my impression that the forms of lead and zine which are 
not covered by these precise quotas, most of which are covered by 
tariff regulations of one sort or another, are of such form and shape, 
such cost of manufacture and fabrication, that they did not goad 
lend themselves to reconversion to slab. But we certainly will loo 
into that. 

Mr. Epmonpson. I thank the gentleman. 

The Cuarrman. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska. 

Mr. McGintey. I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and the Secre- 
tary for contributing to my education, because these briefings that we 
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have had from the various divisions of your Department have been 
most 1g ae to me and, I am sure, the other members. 

Also, I might say the questions from the other members have 
brought out matters of information, so that I think that I know a 
little better where to go to find out answers to questions and maybe 
even some day ask an intelligent question in this committee. 

As one Nebraskan to another, I believe with you, Mr. Secretary, 
that partisanship will not interfere with the work of this committee 
or your Department. As further evidence of my feeling, I would 
like to have you convey my sincere congratulations and best wishes 
to Dr. Miller as he enters on his new duties under your supervision. 

Secretary Sxaton. Thank you, Mr. McGinley. I certainly shall. 

The Carman. The Commissioner from Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Fernoés-Isern. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, but I 
= no questions for the Secretary. It has been a great deal of 
pleasure. 

The Cuarrman. The gentleman has sat very diligently through the 
morning and I thought you might have a question. 

The gentlelady from Idaho. ; 

Mrs. Prost. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have been reading the 
Secretary’s report, and on page 6, I note reference is made to public 
lands and I would like to ask one or two brief questions with regard 
to this public lands item if it has not been covered. 

Do you have plans, Mr. Secretary, to make su ions or recom- 
mendations to the committee to liberalize the Small Tracts Act? In 
other words, possibly dispose of the lands in larger-than-5-acre tracts? 

The Crarrman. If the gentlelady will yield? Especially where 
they are close to an urban area. 

Mrs. Prost. Yes. 

Secretary Seaton. Mrs. Pfost, this proposal which we are advanc- 
ing, as covered on page 6, does not deal with the Small Tracts Act. 
It does move into the urban or the near-urban areas where we have 
had a great deal of demand for the acquisition of land, and where 
we feel that the present statutes do not allow us to deal equitably 
with the municipalities, let us say, concerned. 

I think that this would be a move in the right direction, because I 
think it is unpardonable, even though, of course, neither the legislative 
nor executive branch ever had that in mind, that we are rather in 
the position of compressing growth in the West. I do not think that 
is a good posture for us to be in. 

Mrs. Prost. In other words, what you are saying is that you prob- 
ably will allow the Small Tracts Act to remain as it is for the present, 
then, and you will take in those urban areas which you have set out 
specifically in your statement ? 

Secretary Seaton. If the Congress sees fit, Mrs. Pfost, the prac- 
tical effect of this would be to confine the provisions of the Small 
Tracts Act to the agricultural areas, the rural areas, and this new 
legislation then would take care of what has really been the major 
problem in the administration of the Small Tracts Act, because it 
_ would take care of urban development and industrialization and that 
sort of thing, which all of our communities in the West want so 
badly, and where we sometimes unfortunately find ourselves in the 
position of hindering that sort of progress. 
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Mrs. Prost. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. 

The Cuairman. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Okla- 
homa for an additional question. 

Mr. Epmonpson. I just wanted to ask the Secretary if he would 
tell us what his feeling is about the present domestic situation on oil, 
if he would not agree with me that that was a very grave situation 
today, in which 30 percent of our domestic market now has been 
captured by imports, and on which some additional measures are 
going to be imperative. 

Secretary Seaton. Mr. Edmondson, both as Secretary of the In- 
terior and as a member of the President’s Cabinet Committee on this 
question of oil imports, I would find it absolutely necessary to agree 
with you that this is a very troublesome and serious problem. 

As a member of that committee, I am hopeful that we shall have 
agreement on another method of treating with the subject in the very 
near future. I am also aware that you have introduced a bill on the 
subject, but unfortunately I have not had an opportunity to study your 
pro legislation. 

r. Epmonpson. I did not want to ask you for a commitment on 
my bill, but I was interested in seing whether you shared my feeling 
—_ — is an imperative need for some new approach to that 

roblem. 

. Secretary Seaton. I think that is evident, sir. 

Mr. Epmonpson. Thank you. 

Mrs. Prost. Mr. Chairman ? 

The Cuarrman. The gentlewoman from Idaho. 

Mrs. Prost. One other — please. Do you, Mr. misao 
have plans to do anything about the squatters on the withdrawn lands 
along the Colorado River? 

Secretary Seaton. Mrs. Pfost, yes, we do. I do not know that I 
can define it in the hard connotation of the word “plans,” but it is a 
very troublesome problem with which we have been dealing and we 
will be hopeful that we will be able to get that problem resolved be- 
fore this session of Congress has gone. 

Mrs. Prost. Do you at the present time have any ific plans for 
the handling of desert land entries in a more cquittte and efficient 
manner ? 

Secretary Seaton. Yes, that is under consideration and will be at 
least partially covered by legislation which we intend to send to this 
committee. 

Mrs. Prost. Thank you very much again, Mr. Secretary. 

The Cuamman. Are there any other questions? 

I think that the gentleman from Pennsylvania has spoken in my ear 
very wisely, that there are plenty of questions but that there is no 
time. 

We wish to thank you, Mr. Secretary, and your staff for your ap- 
pearance here this morning and undoubtedly you will be hearing from 
us some more. 

Secretary Seaton. I am sure I shall, sir. I repeat that I am always 
glad to make an appearance. 

The Cuamman. The committee will stand adjourned. 

(Whereupon at 11:55 a.m., the committee was adjourned, to recon- 
vene subject to the call of the Chair.) 
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